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Priorities

Reduce Waste, create jobs and
strengthen communities
Dear Candidate,
The Community Recycling Network (CRN) is a national body that supports and represents
40+ community enterprises with a zero waste focus. CRN members are involved in a wide
range of resource recovery and education for sustainability initiatives. We support one
another with development advice and ideas, share programmes and resources and work
together on training, mentoring, marketing development and capacity building. In 2016 our
members diverted 28,000 tonnes of waste from landfill, employed over 360 people and had
an annual turnover of $21 million dollars.
As a candidate in this year's election we are writing to you to inform you of our priorities for
the coming term of government. We hope you will support us in our aim of a resourceful
New Zealand.
On 25 September 2008, the Waste Minimisation Act 2008 (the Act) was introduced in New
Zealand. To encourage waste minimisation, protect the environment and provide wider
social, economic and cultural benefits, the Act (amongst other things):
•Imposes a levy on all waste disposed of in municipal landfills to generate funding to
help local government, communities and businesses minimise waste.
•Establishes a process for government accreditation of product stewardship schemes which
recognises those businesses and organisations that take responsibility for managing the
environmental impacts of their products.
•Requires product stewardship schemes to be developed for certain ʻpriority productsʼ
where there is a high risk of environmental harm from the waste or significant benefits from
recovering the product.
Despite having these provisions in place there has not been a single declaration of a priority
product and the waste levy has remained at $10/tonne. We have identified three key issues
that we see would make the best use of our existing legislation to ensure the better outcomes.
1. The introduction of a levy on single use plastic bags;
2. An increase in the waste levy and the expansion of the range of facilities that the levy
applies to;
3. The use of Part Two of the Waste Minimisation Act 2008 to put in place effective
mandatory product stewardship schemes for end of life tyres (an Advanced Disposal
Fee) and beverage containers (Container Deposit System).

Plastic Bag Levy
New Zealanders use 1.6 billion single-use shopping bags a year. Although they represent a
small percentage of overall waste, they are particularly harmful and contribute to an estimated 100,000 marine mammal deaths per year.
A charge on single use plastic bags has shown to be extremely effective in reducing plastic
bag use and the harmful effects of plastic bags, particularly on the marine environment. For
instance the UK saw an 85% drop in plastic bag use and a 40% drop in plastic bags found
on beaches since the introduction of the 5p levy on single-use plastic bags.
There is widespread support for action on single use plastic bags, as is demonstrated by the
increasing number of local groups asking for change within their communities. One such
group, BYO Bag Waiheke was instrumental in getting their local Countdown supermarket to
stop giving away free bags. In July 2015 at the Local Government New Zealand conference
89% of the councils voted on a remit calling on the government to introduce a charge on
single-use plastic bags.

We urge you to support the introduction of a levy on single-use plastic bags.

Increasing the waste levy
New Zealandʼs current waste levy is $10/tonne on all waste sent to landfill. Disposal facility
operators must pay the levy based on the weight of material accepted at their facility.
This has not changed since it was introduced in 2008 and it remains very low in comparison
to other countries:
•
South Australia:
A$103
•
NSW:
A$135
•
UK:
£84
•
Denmark:
€65
•
The Netherlands: €85
We believe the current levy does very little to incentivise diversion from landfill. Landfill is the
lowest cost solution for waste disposal yet does not pay its share of the environmental cost. A
higher levy would incentivise people to reuse and recycle, because these become cheaper
options. International research suggests it should be at least $50+/tonne to have any effect
on behaviour change.
An increase in the waste levy would provide more financial resources to territorial authorities
to spend on promoting or achieving the waste minimisation activities set out in their waste
management and minimisation plans, and into the Waste Minimisation Fund.
In addition, the levy only covers 29% of the waste actually going into disposal facilities
around the country. It covers landfills that receive municipal, industrial and hazardous waste.
It does not include cleanfills for construction, demolition or industrial waste and/or
hazardous waste. The waste levy should be broadened to include all disposal sites.

Please support increasing the waste levy and broadening the sites it is applied
to.

Effective Product Stewardship
Product stewardship is a way of managing the health, safety and environmental impacts of
products, and in particular the impacts of disposal. Responsibility for reducing the
environmental impacts of manufactured good is shared amongst all those involved in the
product life cycle - producers, brand owners, importers, retailers and consumers.
Effective product stewardship is an important tool for securing New Zealandʼs Clean, Green
reputation and the reduction of waste to landfill. A strong environmental story for our place
and our products needs to be backed with practical action and clear audit trails. This
requires a whole system approach.
Unfortunately, without the declaration of priority products, the system relies on voluntary
action by producers. This approach has resulted in partial solutions and disjointed actions by
industry across the supply and recovery chain. In the absence of an overarching framework
players are often working at cross purposes.
There are two waste streams we think there are proven arguments for implementing product
stewardship for: End of Life Tyres and Beverage Containers.
End-of-Life Tyres - Establish an Advanced Recycling Fee
The tyre industry has indicated that they would prefer regulation. They have asked for a
mandatory advanced recycling fee on all end of life tyres. In New Zealand we currently
wear out around 22,000 tyres per day, which would fill 54 shipping containers. We landfill
at least 75% of these and many are dumped illegally in heaps around the country. These are
left for taxpayers and ratepayers to clean up.

Beverage Containers - Establish a Container Deposit System
After 20 years of voluntary measures, New Zealandʼs beverage container recycling rates
remain persistently low (estimated at less than 40%). South Australia and many other states,
provinces and countries have Container Deposit Systems (CDS) that routinely achieve rates
of between 85% and 95%.
At least 45,865 tonnes (over 830,000 cubic metres by loose volume) of beverage containers
are discarded into the litter stream, waterways and landfills each year, rather than being
recycled. This is equivalent to two Boeing 747 Jumbo jets every day or about one billion
containers each year.
Under a CDS, these containers would be recovered from the waste stream and recycled. A
2015 report by Envision NZ has calculated that such a scheme could create potentially
hundreds of new businesses, up to 2,400 new jobs and large cost savings for ratepayers of
local authorities. It also makes kerbside recycling programmes more profitable.
In 2016 LGNZ voted in favour of this legislation with a 90% approval rating. Some of the
highest support of any legislation. Auckland Council is actively supporting the introduction of
CDS in their Waste Minimisation and Management Plan.

Please support the implementation of effective product stewardship schemes for
beverage containers and tyres.
We are very keen to have your support, and get your commitment as a parliamentary
candidate to the vision of making New Zealand a world leader at growing a zero waste
economy and substantially reducing the current waste of materials, resources and energy.
We would be happy to show you the exciting community projects already underway to
demonstrate its enormous potential. Please contact our Chairman Marty Hoffart to discuss
any of the information contained in this document.
E: marty@wastewatchers.co.nz
P: (07) 578 7025
M: 027 230 2256
W: communityrecyclers.org.nz

